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connexion with the Greek world. She reckoned also on con-
siderable help in the coming struggle from the cities of
Hellenized Samnites in Campania ; and a majority of these,
headed by the rich and powerful Capua, actually concluded
an alliance with Rome in 334 b. c. The aristocracy in these
cities, though Samnites, were Hellenized ; and they saw in
the alliance with Rome a prop for their own privileged position,
which they were likely to lose if the Campanian cities were
seized by fresh immigrants from Samnium. The conquerors
would undoubtedly usurp the position now held by their
countrymen, the original conquerors of Campania. Lastly,
Rome made sure of the neutrality of Carthage by renewing
in 348 B. c. the commercial and military treaty formerly con-
cluded between them.
The first Samnite war began in 325 B. c. and originally
took the form of a contest for political predominance in
Campania. It was a long and stubborn war. Taking advan-
tage of Rome's difficult situation, the Etruscans strove to
recover their political position in north Italy. This war on
two fronts lasted more than twenty years—to 304 b. c.
Though the Samnites again and again defeated strong Roman
armies, yet at last, by the persistence of Rome and the
solidity of her league with the Latin cities, they were forced
to make peace on terms very favourable to Rome. They had
to renounce their claims on Campania, and the Etruscans
had to surrender some more cities on their southern frontier.
But the peace of 304 B, c. could not last. The strength of
the Samnites was still unbroken; and also all the indepen-
dent tribes and cities in Italy realized by this time that it
was a question of their gradual absorption by the Roman
alliance; and they were prepared, all together and sword
in hand, to defend their freedom. Rome had clearly unmasked
her policy towards those of her neighbours who were still
free, when she annexed the territory of the Aequi and a con-
siderable part of the upper Tiber. In 298 b. c. a strong
coalition of Italian peoples was formed against Rome, includ-
ing not only the Samnites and Etruscans but also the Gauls
of north Italy. To this coalition Rome offered decisive battle
at Sentinum in Umbria (295 b. c.) and utterly defeated the
Gauls. She then proceeded to deal methodically with the
separate members of the coalition. In 280 b. c. she was
able to force almost all the Samnite tribes and all the Etruscan

